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Sri Amitabh Bachchanji, my colleagues in UNICEF and WHO, ladies and gentlemen…
 
The Polio Eradication campaign in India has come a long way… from 500 cases a day decades ago to just one in a year is a remarkable feat. 

The journey for Rotary was the  one worth taking and so has been for every partner in the campaign. 

I had the privilege of being associated with this campaign since its inception and feel proud of the achievements thus far. But let me tell you  that it wasn’t an easy one… there were challenges and hurdles and unfortunately some still exist.
 
For our humble effort in Philippines, when Rotary first initiated Polio immunization effort, we never thought we could have come this far. Today, Rotary’s biggest mission to date is on the home run… and this is but one of the first of our global efforts to ensure the world is better place for us, for the generation next to live in…
I take this opportunity to thank the Government of India, the Maharashtra Government, other State governments across the country, Partners, health workers for the great partnership in reaching the milestone.  

My heartfelt gratitude to our very own anti-Polio ambassador Shri. Amitabh Bachchan ji whose endorsement and appeal for polio vaccination has helped us in reaching the coverage figures we so desired. His association with the campaign has been very inspirational and rewarding and am sure was as fulfilling for him too.
Shri Amitabhji is an inspiring persona for one and all… a man in the city or a villager everyone relates and connects with him. I must confess that I thoroughly enjoyed the recent KBC season, the warmth and goodwill shared between him and those contestants from India’s north, south, east and west was entertaining and overwhelming to say the least!
 
A sound communication campaign is extremely vital for a programme like ours…when one stray comment or rumour can derail a decade long effort within no time. 

The ‘MESSAGE’ and the ‘MESSENGER’ are both an integral tool to breakthrough communication. And I am confident the new communication campaign launched today with revised and strong MESSAGE through a MESSENGER of Amitabhji’s stature will be significant in getting the message across to one and all.
Friends, the Polio battle, one of biggest public health effort in the country that reaches about 174 million of India’s children is today a shining example of what can be achieved when good policy, strong partnership and efficient implementation are put into practice. 

End Polio Now is not just a Rotary slogan today, but a movement, an anthem of leaders, visionaries and our country which is on the verge of making history.
 
While I acknowledge the fact that we are closer than ever to our goal of making India Polio-free, we are but still not out of the woods. There is still much to be desired for India to become Polio free and sustain the status for years to come. 

There is no room for complacency, not slackening of any effort on the ground. The final leg is very much the decisive stage when battles are won or lost, all over again.
 

“You may have to fight a battle more than once to win it”, said Margaret Thatcher and nowhere has this been more profound but in fighting the Polio battle. 

We may win small and we may win big… eventually we will win the battle against Polio because we aim for nothing less than the end of Polio!
 
I hope the launch of this communication campaign today is the first of our many efforts in sustaining the goal of eradication and ensuring we don’t lose sight when we are so close to the goal.
 
Thank you Shri Amitabhji, Partners and friends for your presence today and helping strengthen the fight against Polio.









Jai Hind!
 

