Speech delivered at TRF Seminar at Zone Instute( Zone 21B&27) in Oklahoma City.

Force of Rotary

Greetings from Trustee Chair/PRIP Glen Estess and his wife Mary.

Greetings from Director Ravi and his wife Vanathy.

I deem it an honour to have been asked by Trustee Chair/PRIP Glenn Estess to be the Trustee Representative to the vibrant Zones ( 21B & 27 ) as yours and this honour is all the more appreciated when Nayantara is here with me 

I read that the term Okla Homma means land of the red people. We from the far-off nations were also referred to by the colour of our skin. Today, several decades later, we have succeeded in shattering to pieces the remnants of race, cultural and geographical prejudices. You and I are proud to belong to a movement which is fostering friendship and brotherhood. People who are not in Rotary will never know how big it is. They lie like frogs in the well.

When someone from Rotary tries to talk to them about the magnitude of the organisation and the synergy of its members, they compare it to their tiny organisation or local community centre. 
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They refuse, like the frog in the well, to believe that something else can be bigger than what they are in. 

I will even say that Rotarians who have not been to a RI Convention or visited clubs in cities and countries other than their own, live like frogs in the well. 

They tend to equate the whole of Rotary International with the Rotary they know in their city or town. Rotary’s circumference cannot be defined. It is nowhere, but its centre is located in the soul of every true Rotarian.












My aim is to learn. I am constantly trying to learn the way and find a stable equilibrium in my journey in this life. 

I have found it in ample measure in The Rotary Foundation’s activities in every corner of India and in all the countries where I have had the opportunity to visit. 

The Rotary Foundation teaches every person not to be bound by the situations they see now around them. The Rotary Foundation does not make a mountain out of a mole-hill and dwell in the past miseries of the world. 

The Rotary Foundation’s activities signify both the past and the future. The Rotary Foundation makes us realize that everyone of us is in some way responsible for the misery that exists around us and unless that is removed none of us are free. 
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The projects of The Rotary Foundation and the purpose of The Rotary Foundation are aimed at making us always better and a good, human being. This, in my view, is the sacred mission of The Rotary Foundation.

The Rotary Foundation is the vehicle that can carry you to the ultimate goal. 

Peace is our major project and Peace cannot be achieved in isolation. Peace is a joint product of many hands elevated to help people live in peace. 

Peace is a distant dream for the underprivileged. Therefore, Rotary approached them in the form of an agency that provides them with some of their important needs. The Rotary Foundation is, therefore, not only scholarships, fellowship, grants, volunteers, exchange teams and so on but is also a vehicle that runs on compassion as its fuel and alleviation of sufferings as its goal.

This year, Chairman Glenn Estess has established four goals to guide and enable us to keep the promises we have made and to be able to keep Rotary’s promises for many years to come

First and foremost of course is the promise to eradicate Polio
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Our second goal is to work through our Foundation to achieve a better world, through the six areas of focus of the Future Vision Plan.

Our third goal is to implement the Future Vision Plan, which will help to revitalize and strengthen our Foundation so that it can adequately support another century of Rotary services

Our fourth and final goal is to support Every Rotarian, Every Year and The Permanent Fund
We are living in a decade where the knowledge about weapons is but a click away. The conflicts that are seen in many countries are a result of people not trying to be friends. 

The Rotary Foundation’s peace scholarship schemes and other programmes intend to create a resource for the people interested in contemplating, participating in and contributing to sustainable peace and co-existence. 

The Rotary Foundation’s projects in the area of health, literacy, child and maternal welfare and youth development are for people seeking greater peace, harmony and balance of their priorities with their worldly goals and responsibilities. 
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The literature on peace produced by The Rotary Foundation addresses the issues of a wide international audience. Rotary International started The Rotary Foundation  with a message of doing good in the world  and now it is a template providing a way to integrate human beings thoughts on solving today’s issues. 

It is easier to have a loving relationship with someone who is near. The mission of The Rotary Foundation is to awaken one’s inner awareness about peace irrespective of whatever personal belief system they subscribe to. 

The funds from The Rotary Foundation were channelized through the establishment of matching grants programme in 1965-66. 

Today, The Rotary Foundation has invested millions of dollars around the world in various projects that are designed to help the community. One of the greatest projects is the polio eradication activity launched by Rotary in association with the Governments of the world. 

Since the PolioPlus programme began in 1985, Rotarians have contributed money, time and their expertise in combating the disease. Rotary’s financial contribution for the eradication of polio would have touched US $ 1.2 billion by the time world is certified polio free. 
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It was because of Rotary’s advocacy that the Global Polio Eradication Initiative was launched in 1988. In 2009 we have reached a state where the disease exists only four countries. India, unfortunately, is one of them.

Nearly 100,000 Rotarians in India actively participate in the National Immunisation Days and in other routine immunisation programmes every year. A staggering number of over 174 million children are administered the oral polio vaccine on one single day. This is the largest public health programme ever launched by any government in the world.  

We have volunteers coming from USA, UK, Greece, Italy, Scotland, Australia, Korea, Mexico, Canada and Austria to India to participate in the National Immunisation Days. Last year alone nearly 300 Rotary volunteers from abroad worked alongside their Indian friends during the NIDs. 

Is this encouraging the Indian Rotarian or is it dampening their spirit? Though, we share the concern of the world in not being able to eradicate polio before 2009, we also understand that the rest of the world has put a demand on us to eradicate polio now. With that spirit, the help provided by volunteers from abroad is gladly accepted. 
                                                                                                            
One of the lessons people should learn is to pay as much attention to the means of work as to its end. When polio did not disappear from India, we did not consider it a as a failure of the programme.  
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We analyzed the result critically. In ninety-nine percent of cases we found that it was because the programme managers did not pay attention to some details. The size and distribution of population in remote areas left many pockets unreached by the programme. Lack of proper hygiene, sanitation, malnutrition in children and in some cases resistance to immunisation programme have affected the programme. 

The resistance to the programme was mainly from the minority Muslim community who were not properly educated about the need to administer the polio vaccine. 

This has now been overcome with the formation of Ulema Committees in areas where the resistance was persisting. Ulemas are respected clerics of Islam and when Rotary leaders in India sat down and discussed the issue with them their apprehensions were cleared. Now they are                                                                        propagating the need for immunisation during their weekly prayer meeting in the mosques. This has been a singular achievement for Rotary, a breakthrough which even the government could not achieve.  

When India took up the gigantic task of conducting National Immunisation, the much needed funds were received from donors worldwide. Rotary has spent several million dollars in the initial days. India, at that time was struggling to combat hunger, illiteracy and diseases. 











(7)
The world, especially Rotarians, showed their compassion by supporting the activities of Rotary in India with matching grants.

However, the Indian Rotarian never stopped giving to The Rotary Foundation. In 2004-05 India ranked number 9 among the top ten countries which contributed to The Rotary Foundation. 

The contribution then was US $ 3.6 million. In 2005-06 we moved up to the 6th rank with a contribution of US $ 4.2 million. The trend was kept up in 2006-07 and we moved to the 4th slot by giving US $ 7.2 million. 

In 2007-08  we breached the ten million mark with a contribution of US $ 10.5 million. All this was possible due to the motivation provided by the top Rotary leaders in India. The role of the Regional Rotary Foundation Co-ordinators and the District Rotary Foundation Co-ordinators has made this possible. We were able to bring in corporate giants to support the causes of The Rotary Foundation.

No study has been dearer to the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation than the one they undertook to prepare for the 100th anniversary of The Rotary Foundation in 2017. 

The Trustees sought inputs from a wide variety of stakeholders through interviews, surveys, focus groups and sessions in developing the Future Vision Plan.      (8)

The plan updates the Foundation’s mission and creates a more effective and efficient way to help Rotarians develop diverse projects with greater impact and sustainable outcomes. 

The Rotary Foundation’s Future Vision Plan wants to look beyond the immediate funding programmes and wants to expand the reach of the foundation. 

This step, a progressive approach, will be measured for its effectiveness in the years to come. The future vision plan is designed to simplify foundation programmes and processes consistent with the mission of The Rotary Foundation. 

The plan increases the sense of ownership of the projects, both at the district and club levels by transferring more of decision making process to the district administration. More important objective of the future vision plan is to improve the public image of Rotary.

People outside Rotary seem to judge us from their own standpoint. They are judging higher things from a lower standpoint. Improving public image of Rotary means that we must make people judge us by the standards set by Rotary. This standard, to begin with, must be of the highest order.
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As you know, the Mission of The Rotary Foundation is to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding,goodwill, and peace through the improvement of health, the support of education and the alleviation of poverty.

Now comes the question, can Rotary really accomplish all that is stated as its mission? It can. It brings out the finer qualities in a person. Nowadays, we can say that man is progressing forward and forward on a daily basis and the goal to perfection is pushed back further and further. People seem to have come near their goal post but not attained it. 

Progress is finding unity with divinity and all of us strive to find this unity. Rotary gives a readymade platform to find unity amongst people of the world and within ourselves. 

Rotary has given us an opportunity to do good deeds. By helping anyone who comes to us, we purify our hearts. When the heart is clouded with dirt we fail to see the purpose of our existence. 

Giving to the needy brings about a joy that cannot be adequately conveyed in words. When the recipients of your generosity express their feeling of gratitude and thankfulness, our acts of kindness creates the feeling of universal brotherhood. 
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The Rotary Foundation has made an appeal to each member to contribute.

The slogan Every Rotarian Every Year, is aimed at persistently urging every Rotarian to undertake great work through the arms of the movement. This is the basis of ethics, gentleness, love and even spirituality. 

People will give generously only when they are fully conversant with what happens to their money.

Every country has charitable institutions. In USA, we find more organisations that are willing to support the causes of people elsewhere. I can say that this is a great land of charity. This has been your custom for decades. Whenever people in some part of the world required help, you have shown your generosity by flooding them with help.

We often talk about patriotism. I believe that patriotism to Rotary must manifest itself by creating a healthy permanent fund. 

Through the heart comes inspiration. Love for the people of the world, love for the children and love for peace should open the gates for donating. Making people feel and love is then, the responsibility of Rotarians. But before we undertake the task of preaching let us ask ourselves, “Do we feel?” Do you feel for the millions of children who starve? 











      (11)
Do you feel for the next-door neighbour who is in-between jobs? 

Do you feel for the children who are ignorant since they have never been to school? 

Do you feel for the mother who walks 6 kms just to fetch a pail of clean drinking water? 

Do you feel for the crippled children of the world who were innocent victims to the dreaded polio virus? 

Do you feel for the young generation who seem to wander about aimlessly? 

Do all these make you restless? 

Do they make you sleepless? 

This is the first step in giving. If every Rotarian is made to feel this way then every Rotarian will give every year.
                                    

We believe that every man and woman is a manifestation of a divine source. We do not claim to help, we only serve. Rotary has given us the privilege to serve. People, who occupy positions in their workplace or in other organisations such as Rotary, must realize that the position is not meant for ruling over others. 
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In Rotary all the avenues of service are meant to bring light to the ignorant and more light to the educated. Bring light to all and leave the rest to Lord. 
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Insertion  in Page (3) after the p[ara The Projects… TRF.

The Rotary Foundation is the vehicle that can carry you to the ultimate goal. 

Peace is our major project and Peace cannot be achieved in isolation. Peace is a joint product of many hands elevated to help people live in peace. 

When you are hungry or sick or malnourished or handicapped by your vital needs, even God cannot approach you except in the form of your needs. 

Peace is a distant dream for the underprivileged. Therefore, Rotary approached them in the form of an agency that provides them with some of their important needs. The Rotary Foundation is, therefore, not only scholarships, fellowship, grants, volunteers, exchange teams and so on but is also a vehicle that runs on compassion as its fuel and alleviation of sufferings as its goal.
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