Eye Bank Speech

H’ble  The Vice President of India - Shri M. Hamid Ansari.
Six months old Vaibhav is as normal as any other child - chubby, smiling, active, but he has one problem.  He was born with a corneal opacity & was therefore blind in one Eye.  

His parents & grandparents were  worried.  What will his future be like?  But thanks to the Rotary Club of Borivli Eye Bank, just last month Vaibhav received a corneal transplantation and was give the ‘Gift of Sight’.  Thanks to Rotary.  His future is now Better & Brighter.    (1)
Like Vaibhav there are lakhs of children in India who cannot see their parents, cannot go to a normal school or play like other children.  Because out of the more than 4 million corneally blind people in India, a good majority are children. 

Yes, there are more than 4 million people affected by corneal blindness in India and 30,000  new cases are added every year. 

Have you ever wondered how life would be for the blind? A world of unrelenting darkness! Lucky are those who have the normal vision but not everyone is equally fortunate. 









(2)
You & I cannot begin to imagine such a life – a life of darkness, a life where long productive years are lost, a life of dependence on others.

When Dada Vaswani was asked by a disciple about the Best Gift he replied that the Best Gift you can give to someone is the ‘Gift of Sight’. 

With modern surgical advances today corneal blindness is essentially curable.  As you may be aware Corneal Transplantation is an effective & safe treatment for Corneal Blindness with a success rate of more than 90%.  













(3)
But one major hurdle in our country is the availability of Donor corneas.  It is here that this, Dr. L P Agarwal Memorial Rotary Eye Bank set up by RC of Delhi Uptown with support from Sunderlal Jain Hospital, Sankalp Charitable Trust, Rotary Club of Rappahannock, D 7610, USA & The Rotary Foundation will play a very important & useful role.
Every year 9-10 million deaths occur in India and as per information available to me, last year – in 2010 only about 41,000 Eyes were donated. This shows that there is a very wide gap between demand and supply of corneas. In fact last year in Delhi only 1671 eyes were donated.  So it is our responsibility to do something about this.













(4)
I am happy that RC of Delhi UpTown with Sunderlal Jain Hospital is setting up this eye bank.  This is a truly need based and valuable community service project.  

And as the Rotary Foundation Trustee I am more than happy that The Rotary Foundation is supporting this noble cause by partly funding this project to the tune of $ 48000/-.

It is thanks to the generosity of Rotarians around the world that our Rotary Foundation is able to support projects worth millions of dollars every year to do good in the world.













(5)
I believe that running this Eye Bank will require a lot of dedication & commitment.  Because one very important job of Rotarians & the Eye Bank committee will be spreading awareness of Eye Donation, so that more & more people come forward to pledge & donate eyes - Pledge their eyes & donate eyes of near & dear ones who have  passed  away.  

The message which should be conveyed is - Don’t Burn or Bury your Eyes, “Gift them.”  And let us remember that one eye donation can give sight to 2 needy persons.

While I congratulate all who are involved in conceptualizing and execution of this project I am reminded of the words of Robert Frost:













(6)
The  woods are Lovely Dark & Deep;

But I have promises to keep.

And miles to go before I Sleep;

And miles to go before I Sleep.

Lot of work has been done but lot of work still requires to be done. I am sure all Rotarians will work with dedication & commitment to ensure that this Eye Bank becomes a model Eye Bank & really makes a difference in the community.  
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Let me end with the words of Dr. Albert Schweitzer, “It is not always granted to the sower to live to see the harvest. All good work is always done in good faith”.  Let us all -  Rotarians & non- Rotarians work in good faith to eradicate the shadow of Corneal Blindness in India.

I congratulate all of you and wish the Project well. 

Thank you
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